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COVID-19  
NATIONAL LOCKDOWN 

The President announced that South Africa will nationally lock-

down for 21 days due to the rapid rising COVID-19 pandemic, 

starting from midnight on Thursday, 26 March 2020 until  

midnight on Thursday, 16 April 2020. President’s Speech 23 

March 2020 … This extreme, but necessary measure, will 

have a considerable impact on people’s livelihoods, ours too. 

From the Chair 

 
“ I still have a dream..” 

 

We were going to start our first News Letter of 2020 as 

follows: “However bad the past year has been, let us 

start 2020 with an Inspirational quote from  

Martin Luther King Jr: “If you can’t fly, then run, if you 

can’t run, then walk, if you can’t walk, the crawl, but 

whatever you do, you have to keep moving  

forward” - and then the unthinkable happened; Corona Virus and  3, 2, 1 - 

Lockdown! We are going no-where. 

This could not have come at a worst time as we were heading towards a  

recession and to add insult to injury, Moody’s downgraded us to JUNK status. 

As we venture into the unknown and most difficult period we have ever  

experienced, we need to stand strong. “The ultimate measure of a man (or 

woman)  is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but 

where he stands at times of challenge and controversy” or in our case  

adversity. In spite of the difficulties and frustration of the moment we still have 

a future.  

Our  IR2020 plans might get delayed but we will move forward.  We are in this 

together. Stay healthy. Stand strong, translated: VASBYT. 
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The interactive fire workshop was held on the 12th March 2020 at the  

Ruimsig Country Club in Roodepoort. Invitations were sent to the  

Insurance Industry,  Life Safety Assessors, Fire Safety Officers,  

Operational  Fire Fighters and  Thermal Insulation Manufacturers.  

Topics of discussion were; South African National Building Regulations vs  

International Insurance Requirements In the South African Courts presented by 

Mr. Rudolf Opperman,  South African National Standards vs International  

Standards, i.e. SANS 428 vs SANS 53501-1 (EN 13501-1) presented by Des 

Schnetler (TIPSASA Chairperson) , ETICS (External Thermal Insulation  

Composite System) presented by Mr. Lammie de Beer (Technopol SA (Pty) Ltd),    

Facades & External Cladding - challenges experienced during firefighting,   

presented by Mr. Wynand Engelbrect  and Fire Testing and Simulation , presented 

by Mr. Tim de Witt (ALSA Chairman).  

Although there was a good turnout, none of the Insurance Industry attended,  

leaving Industry with unresolved matters. This was the first  workshop to initiate 

the  complete overall  of SANS 10400 Part T Fire Protection.  

Hosted by:            In collaboration with: 

Mr. Rudolf Opperman from the National 

Regulator for Compulsory Specifications 

(NRCS) , gave a presentation on the South 

African National Building  Regulations. 

Ms. Marisse Whitehead from the  

University of Stellenbosch and Mr. Dirk 

Streiger from Ignis Fire Testing  in Cape 

Town. 

Mr. Ian du Plessis from  Sperosens and 

Mr. Farayi Muhamba from Saint-Gobain 

Isover Construction products. 



 

 
 

 

 

 

The Institute of Plumbing South Africa (IOPSA) and the Thermal Insulation Products &  

Systems Association SA (TIPSASA) recently agreed to work together on technical  

matters with regards to pipe insulation. 

IOPSA was established in 1989 by plumbers. Today 

the Institute of Plumbing has evolved as the only  

plumbing body that has become the recognised voice of 

the South African Plumbing industry. The Institute  

provides a platform so as to advise on the practice and 

principles of the plumbing industry. The Institute  

regularly consults and liaises with the plumbing industry,  

governmental and regulatory bodies for the discussion of 

matters affecting the plumbing industry.  

Development of the SA Watermark 

The South African Watermark “SA Watermark” is a register of plumbing components that 

complies to the relevant national SANS standard for that product. All products that appear 

in the SA Watermark register have been verified to confirm that evidence is available and 

to confirm that the product complies to the requirements of the relevant standards. 

The SA Watermark is a registered trade mark within the non-profit company named South 

African Independent Auditing Services (SA-IAS). All verification and administration of the 

SA Watermark is conducted by SA-IAS. 

Brendan Reynolds 

Executive Director IOPSA 

 

Keith Cassie was elected as the new President of 

SAEEC in November last year. 

Keith Cassie heads up the Engineering and  

Energy Management department within Standard 

Bank’s Group Real Estates Services division and 

actively works on the bank’s energy management 

strategy. He has a Master’s degree in Mechanical 

Engineering from the University of Kwa-Zulu  

Natal and is passionate about leadership and the 

sustainable development of Africa’s energy  

sector. He’s a professionally registered engineer

(Pr.Eng) and certified international energy  

manager (CEMI).  SAEEC President: Keith Cassie 
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Contact Us 

Tel: 0861 000 334 or 

(012) 663 1480  

(012) 663 5200  

Mobile +27 82 305 8559 

Fax: 086 684 3061 

Email:  

info@tipsasa.co.za 

Visit us on the web at 

www.tipsasa.co.za  

 

Physical Address: 

Suite 1 

Benchmark Office Park 

1 Larch Nook 

Centurion 

0157 

 

Postal Address: 

P.O. Box 11484 

Zwartkops 

0051 

 

Thank you & 

Goodbye 

We say Thank You and Goodbye to  

Conrad Smith from Isofoam SA (Pty) Ltd.   

 

Conrad has now officially retired. He was a 

founder member of TIPSASA and well known 

for putting Isoboard on the map.  

Thank you for the emotional/technical/financial 

contributions made during  the TIASA and  

TIPSASA tenure. Wishing you a healthy, 

wealthy, long and happy retirement!  

TIPSASA NOTICE BOARD 

Congratulations to  

Petra Mitchell, one of our Board Members,  

on the birth of her twins.  

               First time lucky;  a boy and a girl.  

Welcome to the following NEW TIPSASA Members: 

Absto Industrial Suppliers  

Armacell 

Rhino Plastics (Pty) Ltd 

Rigifoam (Pty) Ltd 

Swartland Insulation (Pty) Ltd 

 

When we emerge from this health crisis, we will face another , 

larger crisis - an economy that will need resuscitation. We will 

have to rebuild our businesses, our economy and - we will. 

Remember;  the greater the storm the brighter the rainbow.       

    We are the “Rainbow Nation”. 


