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“ 2022: A YEAR OF GROWTH & RENEWAL..” 
In 2013, the Thermal Insulation Industry agreed that there was a need to adopt 

the international standards to enable local manufacturers to compete against 

imported products. There was also a resolution from SABS to adopt  

International standards and finally in 2018 all the relevant standards were 

adopted by SABS. Unfortunately the upgrade of the SABS testing facilities did 

not materialise. 

As you are well aware, the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) was 

placed under Administration in June 2018. Further retrenchments despite the 

R68 Million reduction in company costs after more than 100 employees opted 

for early retirement or voluntary packages, are unfortunately to be continued. 

Key personnel left last year which only reinforced Industry’s decision to focus 

on the creation of an independent SANAS accredited laboratory. 

In 2021 a partnership agreement was signed between the AAAMSA Group 

(Association of Architectural Aluminium Manufacturers of South Africa),  

TIPSASA (Thermal Insulation Products & Systems Association SA) and  

Omega Test House for future cooperation to develop a facility where the  

various industries could provide  

services that includes knowledge 

generation and dissemination;  

encouraging research and testing of 

thermal insulation and fenestration 

products manufactured in South  

Africa. This Hub is situated on the 

corner of Superior and 16th Road, 

Midrand, Gauteng. 

The aim of this partnership is to help increase’ awareness and involvement in 

the development, adoption and use of international standards that promote 

open, fair and transparent trade.   

Many companies struggle to compete in  local, regional and international  

markets. The positive side is that when the infrastructure improves, companies 

are more likely to be able to upgrade quality and demonstrate this by meeting 

standards, facilitating their participation in higher value-added trade. 

Compliance with Standards are critical and are there to ensure product quality 

and performance. With the switching over to International Standards some 

insulation products will be required to be retested. This is a process and  

patience and endurance will be required from Industry on this journey.  
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HUB HUB.…...IT’S TIME FOR NEW BEGINNINGS 

Dreams don’t have an expiration date, finally the dream has come true. We are moving to new premises in February 2022, where we 

will be able to host our meetings, enable training and testing for members and non-members.   

Some might remember these premises as the “old” Clay Brick Association Building in Midrand, now  the  property belongs to AAAMSA 

and becomes the new “Hub” for the Fenestration and Thermal Insulation Industries. Training and testing are important  factors and 

these are now available at the Hub, a one stop  solution. It is a new season.  

THE HUB @ 2 SUPERIOR RD, MIDRAND 
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Testing & Certification 
Traditionally, the South African Bureau of Standards (SABS) has provided an extensive  

array of testing and certification. Once the product met the SABS testing and certification 

requirements, it could carry the SABS mark for a three-year period.  

However, in accordance with the application of the National Building Regulations SANS 

10400 part A, clause B.6. clearly states that  “nothing precludes a local authority from  

considering favourable test reports from other sources, such as universities or  

independent laboratories run by private enterprises”.  

The misconception in the industry is that the SABS mark of approval is mandatory. Not so,  

the National Building Regulations (NBR) simply require that products should comply with 

South African National Standards (SANS).  

Compliance with International standards adopted by the SABS, necessitated  a modern  

facility where efficient and precise testing could be done, hence the collaboration with   

Omega Test House. 

Ultimately  our goal remains to create an Insulation Mark of Approval. 

Who is Omega Test House? 

Omega Test House is a young dynamic testing facility operational in South Africa and  

originally known for specialising in the testing of plumbing components . They are also 

SANAS accredited.  With a combined testing experience of more than 30 years, their  

services are also tailored to offer value to all stages of product development for R&D to final 

product stages.  

The  Omega Team consists of Lea Smith, Allen Scholtz, Herman Strauss, Jacques Strauss, 

and  last but not least, Arno van der Walt,  whom many of our members knows from SABS 

and Firelab. 

 

 

 

Allen Scholtz Lea Smith Herman Strauss 

“DREAM BIG, START SMALL, BUT MOST OF ALL, START” 

Jacques Strauss Arno vd Walt 
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Thermal Insulation Testing to the following standards, will be available at Omega Test House 

From March 2022: 

 SANS 8301 Thermal insulation - Determination of steady-state thermal resistance and related properties - Heat flow meter  

apparatus.  

 Expanded Polystyrene Association of Southern Africa (EPSASA) Protocol 

 SANS 613 Fenestration products - Mechanical performance criteria  

Coming soon in 2022: 

 SANS 13162/EN 13162 (MW) (Incl. EN Fire tests)  

 SANS 53163/EN 13163 (EPS) (Incl. EN Fire tests)  

 SANS 53164/EN 13164 (XPS) (Incl. EN Fire tests)  

 SANS 53165/EN 13165 (PUR) (Incl. EN Fire tests) 

 SANS 54509/EN 14509 (Panels) (Incl. EN Fire tests)  

 SANS 1381- 4 (RFL) (Excl. SA Fire tests)  

 SANS 1381- 6 (Cellulose LF (Excl. SA Fire tests)  

 SANS 1381- 7 (Cellulose LFM (Excl. SA Fire tests) 

TESTING @ OMEGA TEST HOUSE 

 

CONSTRUCTION ALLIANCE SOUTH AFRICA (CASA) LAUNCHES WEBSITE 

 

Construction Alliance South Africa (CASA), an alliance of 36 bodies in the construction industry proudly commemorates its first  

anniversary on 21 January 2022. The CASA website will be launched on its anniversary to earmark the significance of a united  

construction industry voice. 

CASA consists of built environment professionals, contractors, suppliers, manufacturers and other allied industry bodies, essentially the 

construction value chain.  CASA seeks to address the need for broad-based ongoing collaboration, consultation and engagement  

involving relevant industry stakeholders and is characterised by professionalism, integrity, relevance, fairness and transparency. The 

alliance strives to ensure that the construction industry is characterised by transformation, growth, job creation and transparency.  

CASA, having transitioned from the Construction COVID-19 Rapid Response Task Team, will continue in its efforts to lobby  

government on critical issues and help resolve significant challenges in the South African construction industry.  

Visit the CASA website at  www.constuctionalliancesa.org.za 

SANS 54509 - Sandwich Panel Testing 
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Owners of buildings in South Africa have one year left to obtain and prominently display 

an Energy Performance Certificate (EPC) or risk a fine of R5-million, five years  

imprisonment or both. 

The regulations, under the National Energy Act, were gazetted a year ago and apply until 

December 7, 2022, meaning that building owners who have not acted have a year left in 

which to comply. The regulations require that owners of four categories of buildings must 

obtain an EPC, which in general terms, gives a building a rating based on the amount 

of energy consumed per square metre. 

The South African National Energy Development Institute (SANEDI), which maintains an 

EPC register on behalf of the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE), has 

urged building owners to take all necessary steps to comply with EPC regulations,  

emphasising that compliance affords them, and the country, a range of benefits. 

SANEDI energy efficiency GM Barry Bredenkamp says compliance with EPC regulations 

will enable building owners to identify where they could introduce energy efficiency 

measures that would, in turn, save them money and possibly increase the value of their 

buildings. 

“An energy efficient building is generally a better environment in which to work and is 

significantly less expensive to run, so an owner can potentially justify a higher price if they 

want to sell or impose a higher rental for office space,” explains Bredenkamp. 

He adds that the more energy efficient buildings become, the more they will contribute to 

taking electricity demand off the national grid, which could help to ease load-shedding 

and, by reducing carbon emissions, building owners will be helping the country to meet its 

international obligations to combat climate change. 

The categories that currently need to comply are 

offices, entertainment facilities, educational  

Institution buildings and places of  

public assembly  such as sporting facilities and 

community centres. 

The regulations apply to government  

buildings of more than 1 000 m² and privately-

owned buildings of more than 2 000 m². 

It is estimated that between 150 000 and 250 000 

buildings are covered by the  

regulations. 

 

 

 

 

Building owners have one year left to  

obtain energy performance certificates 



NEW Contact  
Details 

Tel: 0861 000 334 or 

Mobile +27 82 305 8559 

Email:  

info@tipsasa.co.za 

des@tipsasa.co.za 

 

Website: 

Visit us on the web at 

www.tipsasa.co.za    

 

New Physical Address: 

The AAAMSA Hub 

2 Superior Road 

COR Superior Rd & 16th Rd 

Midrand 

 

New Postal Address: 

PostNet Suite #43 

Private Bag X132 

Centurion 

0046 
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TIPSASA NOTICE BOARD 

 Our website has been updated! 

 

Our website is now in line with the publication of SANS 10400-XA: 2021 , Energy usage 

in buildings.  

You can now also download the new TIPSASA  publications direct from our website for 

your convenience under the heading “Standards & Regulations”, and “ Document Down-

loads” and  see the new SANS 10400-XA: 2021 Ed 2 requirements for thermal  

insulations under  “National Building  Regulations”. 

Members please double check your details and advise of any changes or corrections. 

TIPSASA WEBSITE UPDATE 

 TIPSASA IS MOVING TO MIDRAND 

As of 1 February 2022, our new physical  address is: 2 Superior Rd, Corner Superior Rd 

and 16th Rd, Midrand, Gauteng. We might experience difficulty with the moving of our 

telephone lines, in which case please use the mobile number, 082 305 8559. 

WE ARE MOVING! 

DIRECTIONS TO TIPSASA 

From JHB 

Head north on N1 to Pretoria. 

Take M71 New Road off ramp &  slip way 

to right into New Road East. 

Continue over intersection on bridge—keep 

to the right hand side. 

Turn right at the traffic lights into 16th Rd. 

Turn left at first road on left hand side. 

Building on right hand side on the corner of 

Superior Rd and 16th Road. 

DIRECTIONS TO TIPSASA 

From PTA 

Head south on N1 to Johannesburg. 

Take New M71 New Road off ramp & turn 

left at traffic light into New Road East. 

Keep to the right hand side. 

Turn right at the first traffic lights into 16th 

Road  

Turn left at first road on left hand side. 

Building on right hand side on the corner 

of Superior Rd and 16th Road. 


